Is a dot-filling group test a good tool for assessing manual performance in children?
A dot-filling test was used to assess hand performance in two populations of French children. In the first experiment, the effect of sex, age and handedness on hand performance was examined (1742 children). Age was related to the degree of laterality, but girls were less lateralized than boys. The second experiment (200 children) showed that the surprising sex differences cannot be explained by the group testing procedure. Underlying processes leading to performance in the dot-filling task are probably different from those involved in other tests generally used for children.